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     President’s  Message 
    Douglas P. Cole, P.E. 
 

I can hardly believe the Holiday Season is upon us.  
The early snowfall and cold temperatures also means 
it’s time for contractors to get their cold weather 
construction change orders ready. 
I want to thank all of our sponsors and players that 
attended our 31st Annual Fall Golf Tournament on 
September 12, 2014.  A full description of the event 

can be found inside this newsletter. 
 
Our Monthly Programs Committee has scheduled a seminar for 
December 17, 2014 entitled “Low Pressure Sewers by E-One”.  This 
seminar will be held at the offices of Siewert Equipment, Co, 244 First 
Street, Troy, NY 12180.  Be on the lookout for emails from Steve Moore, 
PE with the announcement for this seminar and other upcoming Chapter 
events. 
 
Board Member Nik Bodhankar, 
P.E. and I had the opportunity to 
meet with student member 
Antonio D’Elia in November.  He 
is taking the lead to establish a 
Student Chapter at RPI and we 
have already had sixty (60) new 
student members join our 
Chapter from the college.  Jen 
Miller from the State Office is 
also helping with the process.  
We look forward to supporting 
this new Chapter in any way we 
can. 
 

President’s Message 
                          continued on pg. 2 
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        President’s Message 
Continued from pg. 1 

 
The Capital District Chapter has overhauled 
its Annual Scholarship Sponsor Program.  As 
you know, the Chapter provides 
scholarships to high school students who 
will be attending an ABET accredited college 
for Engineering.  The funds for our 
scholarship come from the Spring and Fall 
Golf Tournaments, the website and 
newsletter advertisements and donations.  
Enclosed in this newsletter you will find our 
2015 CDCNYSSPE Annual Scholarship 
Program form which has six levels of 
sponsorship and it includes discounts for 
multiple sponsorships.  We hope that you 

will take advantage of this new program. 
 
Finally, I want to take this opportunity to 
invite members to our monthly Chapter 
Board meetings, which are held on the 
second Wednesday of the month from 
September through May.  Our next meeting 
will be on January 7, 2014 at 7:30 AM at the 
NYSSPE office, 6 Airline Drive, Albany NY 
12205. 
 
Sincerely, Doug 
 
The New York State Society of Professional Engineers, Capital 
District Chapter - Serving Albany, Columbia, Fulton, Greene, 
Hamilton, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, 
Schoharie, Warren, and Washington counties

 
 

Chapter Board Meeting Locations and Dates – Come Join Us 
 
The Chapter would like to remind all members that one of the great ways to stay informed 
about our organization and to participate in the events that affect your engineering profession 
is to attend a Monthly Chapter Board Meeting.   
 
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month (September through May) at 7:30 
AM to discuss chapter business and help decide the direction that our Chapter will take.  
Meetings are at the NYSSPE office at 6 Airline Drive in Albany.  No invitation needed!  New 
chapter members are welcome to attend and we always value your input.   
 
 

Upcoming Chapter Seminar / PDH Announcement: 
 
NYSSPE Structural Masonry Next Generation (4 PDHs) Seminar Postponed to 
January 27th 

  
NYSSPE’s 4-hour Structural Masonry Next Generation seminar was postponed from December 9, 2014 
to to January 27th so there is still time to reserve your seat! The seminar will be given at the BAC Local 2 
Training Center, 110 Centre Drive, Albany, New York 12203 from 8 am to 12 pm.  
  
This half-day program is intended for construction managers, general contractors, architects, engineers, 
or anyone interested in structural masonry. Topics to be covered include:  

• Effective Building Designs with Concrete Masonry  
• Grout for Reinforced Masonry Systems  
• Masonry Case Study  

Click here for details and registration information.  
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Upcoming Chapter Seminar / PDH Announcement: 

Low Pressure Sewer 
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NYSSPE Member Nikhil Bodhankar to Serve as NSPE 
PEPP Young Engineers Advisory Vice Chair 

 
 
The Professional Engineers in Private 
Practice (PEPP) Young Engineers Advisory 
Council (YEAC) committee is made up of 
National Society of Professional Engineers 
(NSPE) members under the age of 35 that 
work in the private practice division. 
Each year, PEPP YEAC members select one 
or more projects to focus on throughout 
the year.  The projects are designed to help 
young engineers in developing their 
leadership skills and become better 
engineers or help seasoned engineers learn 
how to help mentor and motivate young 
engineers.  Through a series of monthly 
conference calls, the group works as a team 
to develop this project into something to 
benefit young engineers, PEPP and NSPE as 
a whole. 
The New York State Society of Professional 
Engineers is proud to announce that this 
year one of our members, Nikhil Bodhankar, 
P.E., will serve as the YEAC Vice Chair. 
 
Mr. Bodhankar is a Senior Electrical 
Engineer at SMRT, Inc. where he applies his 
knowledge to design systems and 
technologies that improve the quality, 
efficiency, and safety of electrical systems 
that ensures public safety in major public 
domains such as Research Institutions, 
Education, Utility, Industrial, 
Transportation, Aviation, Healthcare and 
Renewable Energy generation.  His research 
on functionally integrated reactive surface 
technologies was presented at the Nunan 
Research Symposium in 2006.  Another 

paper, “Short 
Circuit Fault 
Analysis and 
Calculations,” 
was published in 
Electrical 
Construction & 
Maintenance 
magazine in 
2011. He 
also authored an opinion article in 2012 on 
“Engineering needs to change public 
perception,” which was published in PE 
Magazine, a National Society of Professional 
Engineers publication.  In this article, he 
argued that engineering needs to redefine 
itself in order to attract top American 
talent.  In 2012, he was selected as the 
National American Council of Engineering 
Companies (ACEC) award winner.  Mr. 
Bodhankar is involved in giving back to the 
community. He volunteered during the 
Hurricane Sandy relief efforts by providing 
free engineering electrical evaluation and 
estimates to homeowners in Schoharie 
County. He serves on Future Cities design 
teams, promoting middle school age 
children toward careers in engineering. Mr. 
Bodhankar is a Senior IEEE member and a 
full member with Sigma Xi, a scientific 
research society. 
We wish Mr. Bodhankar all the best in his 
new role, as we believe that the YEAC is a 
very important committee in the 
development of our NSPE younger 
members. 

 

Nik Bodhanker 
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NEW Sponsorship Opportunities for 2015 
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Recap - Fall Meeting of the State Board of Directors 

 
  
This year’s fall meeting of the State Board was 
held at the Holiday Inn in Saratoga Springs on 
November 15th.  President Thomas Petracca, 
P.E. primarily spoke about membership in his 
President’s Report.  There is a new student 
chapter of the NYSSPE at SUNY Binghampton 
and another is being organized at RPI, in Troy, 
which we all thought was wonderful.  He did say 
that we, as a society, need to figure out a way 
to bridge the four to five year gap between 
graduation and licensure.  A new fee schedule 
for membership during this period was one 
method that was discussed. 
 

 
Thomas Petracca 

 
James Kuhn, P.E. of the Capital District Chapter, 
gave the Treasurer’s Report this year.  His 
projections showed that the State Society is on 
track to be in the black again this year.  State 
Society sponsored seminars and events have 
been a good source of revenue this past year. 
 

 
Jim Kuhn 

The Executive Director’s Report was given by 
Anthony Fasano, P.E.  He displayed the Beta  
version of the online PDH Tracker that is being 
developed, based on member input from a 
survey earlier this year.  He also advised that 
NYSSPE is partnering with Red Vector to provide 
webinars through the NYSSPE website that are 
approved for PDHs in New York State. 
 

 
Anthony Fasano 

 
NYSSPE council Mark Kriss provided a summary 
of the latest legislative session and key points of 
progress.  He reported that legislation licensing 
professional geologists has passed both houses 
with NYSSPE’s support.  The measure provides 
that geologists can identify and quantify the 
constitute parts of the strata comprising the 
earth crust, mantle, etc., but under no 
circumstances may they engage in the practice 
of “professional engineering” including 
design.  At the same time professional 
engineers, who are competent in the area of 
geology, may carry out all of the activities 
otherwise reserved to professional geologists.   
Legislation will soon be put before the Governor 
which exempts professional engineers from 
obtaining a special certificate for mold 
assessment and remediation projects and 
prohibits the practice of professional 
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engineering by mold assessment and 
remediation contractors. 
 
Additional topics in Mr. Kriss’s report can be 
found at http://nysspe.org/2014/06/26/2014-
nys-legislative-recess-report/ 
 

 
Mark Kriss 

 
 

Fall Golf Tourney Recap 
  
Fall Golf Tourney Recap 
Perfect fall golf weather greeted our 23 
participants in the 31st annual Fall 
Scholarship golf tournament on Friday 
September 12, 2014 at Eagle Crest Golf 
Club in Clifton Park, NY.  This year’s 
tournament was able to earn approximately 
$1,700 for our engineering scholarship 
program. 
This year’s results were: 
 
First Place 

• Myles Hyman 
• F. Joseph Straub 
• Lawrence H. Coon 
• Michael K. Sullivan 

 
Second Place 

• Jim Kuhn 
• Chris Ward 
• Steve Moore 
• Zack Short 

 
Longest Drive 

• #5 Zack Short 
• #13 Jim Kuhn 

 
Closest to the Pin 

• #3 Doug Cole 
• #6 Jim Kuhn 
• #14 Anne Garrity 
• #17 Mark Williams 

 

A special thank you goes out to our first and 
second place teams, in which all members 
donated their cash prizes back to the 
scholarship program, as well as Mark 
Williams who donated his skins winnings (a 
total of $276).  We would also like to thank 
those individuals who participated in the 
tournament, as well as the following 
businesses who helped by donating prizes or 
sponsoring holes in this year’s tournament. 
 
 
 
 
Hole Sponsors 

• American Underground 
Services 

• Atlantic Testing Laboratories 
(ATL) 
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• C. T. Male Associates 
• Erdman Anthony 
• ESMI of New York, LLC 
• Koester Associates, Inc. 
• M/E Engineering, P.C. 
• Pollard Excavating 
• Siewert Equipment 

 
Prize Donors 

• Advanced Drainage Systems (ADS) 
• Atlantic Testing Laboratories (ATL) 
• NYSSPE 
• CDCNYSSPE 

 
 
Regards, Douglas P. Cole, PE 
Chairman, Fall Golf Tournament 
Capital District Chapter, NYSSPE

 
 

24th Annual 
Transportation & 

Planning Symposium 
Recap 

 
The Capital District Chapter of the New York 
State Society of Professional Engineers co-
sponsored the 24th Annual Transportation 
and Planning Symposium on October 22nd, 
2014.  NYSSPE collaborated with other 
transportation organizations in the Albany 
area including the Albany Society of 
Engineers (ASE), American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE), American Society of 
Highway Engineers (ASHE), Capital District 
Planners Association (CDPA), and Institute 
of Transportation Engineers (ITE).  
Approximately 100 transportation 
engineers and planners registered and 
benefited from a robust technical program 
and professional networking.  
 
NYSSPE, ASE, ASCE, ASHE, CDPA and ITE 
each sponsored a technical session during 
the one-day conference. Steven Moore, P.E. 
from Atlantic Testing Laboratories 
represented NYSSPE.  Thomas Baird, PE 
from Barton & Loguidice, and Thomas 
Johnson, PE from T.R. Johnson Engineering 
gave a presentation on the Erie Boulevard 

and Nott Street roundabout in the City of 
Schenectady.  Other presentations included 
an overview of rapid bridge replacements, 
including an example of a covered bridge 
replacement, a comprehensive Urban 
Mobility Plan for the University at Albany, a 
presentation on the proposed flyover for 
Exit 4 on Interstate 87, a session on some 
green infrastructure projects across New 
York State demonstrating stormwater 
design and cutting edge green technologies, 
and a presentation on mobile laser scanning 
and high-speed 3D imaging.  All of the 
sessions were approved for 1.0 PDH credits. 
   
John O’Donnell, PE, from the Albany County 
Airport Authority was the luncheon 
speaker.  
 
Thank you to NYSSPE members Steve 
Moore, P.E. for serving on the 
Transportation Symposium Committee and 
for moderating the session sponsored by 
the Capital District Chapter of NYSSPE, and 
James Kuhn, P.E. for reviewing and 
approving some of the sessions for PDH 
approval.  Through the efforts of this 
dedicated group of NYSSPE members, 
transportation professionals in the Albany 
area look forward to this conference year 
after year. 
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Member Benefits – including 15 free PDHs! 
 
NSPE membership gives engineers the tools and services they need to be better informed and 
better connected within their professional community. 
 

 

Fifteen Free PDHs 
NSPE membership now includes 15 free 
professional development hours that you 

can conveniently earn through online seminars. 
(Please note that not all PDH courses are 
NYS approved). 

At the end of each seminar, a quiz will be 
available for those who need it to meet their 
state's continuing education requirements. 

Not an NSPE member? Join now! 
Career Advancement 
NSPE's online job board allows employers 
to post – and job-seekers to search – top 
engineering employment opportunities 
throughout the country. 
 

Networking Opportunities 
Through Interest Groups, blogs, and live events, 
members can reach engineers across the 
country and in their local area. 
 
Each year, the NSPE Annual Meeting brings 
together engineering colleagues, clients, and 
vendors to make important connections at 
vibrant locations around the country. 
 
Find the NSPE state society and local chapter 
nearest you and make key contacts, while 
staying informed about issues within your own 
region or community. 

Leadership and volunteer opportunities offer 
many options for positive participation within 
your community. 

News of the Profession 
Available free to members, PE magazine 
is packed with up-to-the-minute 

reporting and articles covering licensing, 
education, employment, ethics, legal and 
liability issues, and more. 

Members only e-newsletters, like NSPE Update, 
Daily Designs, and the U.S. Engineering Press 
Review offer the latest news on shifting trends 
and new technologies. 

Continuing Education 
Licensure programs offer members a range of 
tools to help achieve and maintain their 
professional licenses. 
  
Online courses provide a time-effective option 
for engineers who want to sharpen their 
knowledge and skills – from standards 
management to professional ethics. 
  
Members who wish to study with other 
professionals in their community can choose 
from a range of local programs and courses in 
their area. 

Advocacy & Outreach 
Through its government relations efforts, 
NSPE projects a powerful voice 
advocating the interests of the 
engineering profession. Stories From 2012 
That Show NSPE, State Societies, and Members 
Working for the Profession. 
 
Resources available in the Legislative Action 
Center allow NSPE members to contact 
legislators and track legislation of interest to 
them as engineers. 
  
Partnering organizations like Engineers Week, 
MATHCOUNTS, NICET, NABIE, and NAFE, along 
with public outreach activities, demonstrate 
the positive impact engineering has on 
everyday lives. 

Benefit Partners 
Your NSPE membership entitles you to deep 
discounts on a wide variety of publications, 
standard contract documents, and other 
services offered by NSPE's benefit partners. 
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Capital District Chapter 

Calendar of Events 
 

  
December 2014   
10 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
 
17 Seminar    "Low Pressure Sewers, by E-
     One", by Siewert  
     Equipment, Troy NY 
January 2015   
10 Event    Future City Competition @ 
     Proctors Theater,  
     Schenectady 
 
14 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
 
  
February 2015   
7 Event    Mathcounts Competition at 
     GE (Schenectady) 
 
7 Event    Mathcounts Competition at 
     SUNY Adirondack 
 
11 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
 
26 & 27 Event    National Engineers Week, Albany Marriott 
 
TBD State Awards   State Award Nominations Due 
  
March 2015   
1 Chapter Scholarship  Scholarship Applications Due 
 
11 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline Drive in Albany 
 
31 Chapter Awards   Capital District Chapter Award Nominations Due 
 
TBD State Event   Mathcounts Competition at RPI (Troy) 
 
April 2015   
8 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline Drive in Albany 
 
May 2015   
1 Golf Tournament   Spring Golf Tournament, Kingswood Golf Club, Hudson Falls 
 
13 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline Drive in Albany 
  
June 2015   
11 & 12 Event  NYSSPE Annual Conference, The Fort William Henry Hotel & Conference Center, Lake George 
 
TBD Event  Installation of Officers & Chapter Recognition Dinner 
 
 
For additional NSPE events occurring at the state level, follow this link: 
https://www.nysspe.org/upcoming-events 
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Be sure to support our 2014 Sponsors! 
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SPRING 2015 IDP PROGRAMS COMING 
SOON, STAY TUNED! 
 
 
 

 
David Gerth 
SENIOR RECRUITER 

RECRUITER LEAD 
ENGINEERING/SCIENTIFIC 
 
518.218.5861 Phone 
845.430.8157 Mobile 

518.218.5890 Fax 
 

 
 
 
1205 Troy 
Schenectady Rd 
Suite 103 
Latham, NY, 
12110 
www.aerotek.com 

 
 
 

 
ADVERTISING AND SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES - NOW ACCEPTING SPONSORS FOR 2015 

 
See the opportunities available at the Chapter website:  SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

 
Sponsor benefits: Event and newsletter ads, website links, opportunities for posting job openings,  

and submitting articles for use within the Capital District Chapter of the NYSSPE newsletter and website (subject to editorial review 
and approval). All newsletter sponsor revenues are directed towards scholarships for students entering the engineering profession. 

 
If you are interested in advertising to our nearly 300-strong membership, please contact 

 John Steele, P.E., at jsteele@Steele-Engineering.com 
 

Disclaimer: The presentation of advertising, sponsorships, event listings, logos, web site links, or other information by the Capital 
District Chapter of the New York State Society of Professional Engineers does not necessarily constitute an endorsement of the 

companies, persons, entities, courses, products, or services so presented. 
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     President’s  Message 
    Douglas P. Cole, P.E. 
 

I hope everyone has enjoyed his or her summer.  I 
recently returned from my family’s annual trip to 
Maine, where I put a small dent in the lobster 
population.   
 
That being said, we here at the Capital District 
Chapter are already working on our upcoming annual 

program that begins in September.  The first event we have planned is 
the 31st Annual Engineering Scholarship Tournament on September 12th 
at the Eagle Crest Golf Club.  As you may already know, our two golf 
tournaments are the main source of funds for the scholarship program.  
We were able to award $6,000 to four area high school seniors this past 
June, thanks to your participation in last year’s tournaments.  The 
registration sheet for players is included in this newsletter as well as the 
hole sponsorship form, which are both due by September 5, 2014. 
Our Monthly Programs Committee is lining up PDH seminars for this fall 
as well.  We will be having 
Larry O’Connor P.E., L.S. 
F.NSPE, our NYSSPE 
President-elect, present on 
the topic of “Special 
Inspections and the NYS 
Building Code” in September 
and “Getting the Most from 
your As-Built Surveyor” by 
David Barth, AIA, Founder of 
the Building Survey Corp. in 
New York City in October.   
 
Be on the lookout for emails 
from Steve Moore, PE with 
the dates of these and other 
upcoming Chapter events. 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
                            continued on pg. 2 
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        President’s Message 
Continued from pg. 1 

 
I also want to take this opportunity to invite 
members to our monthly Chapter Board 
meetings, which are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month from September 
through May.  Our first meeting will be on 
September 10, 2014 at 7:30 AM at the 
NYSSPE Office, 6 Airline Dr., Albany, NY 
12205. 

 
I want to thank everyone for their support 
over the past year and I look forward to 
another successful year as your President of 
the Capital District Chapter.   
 
Sincerely, Doug 
 
The New York State Society of Professional Engineers, Capital 
District Chapter - Serving Albany, Columbia, Fulton, Greene, 
Hamilton, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, 
Schoharie, Warren, and Washington counties

 
 

Upcoming Chapter Seminar / PDH Announcement: 

Special Inspections and the  
New York State Building Code 

 
 
The Capital District Chapter is sponsoring a 
1-hour seminar on Monday, September 
8.  The seminar will be held at the NYSSPE 
office at 6 Airline Drive in 
Albany.  Registration will begin at 7:30 am, 
and the program will begin at 8:00 am.  This 
seminar has been approved for 1.0 PDH. 
 
This seminar is entitled “Special Inspections 
and the New York State Building Code”, will 
be presented by the NYSSPE President-Elect 
Larry J. O’Connor, PE, LS, F.NSPE, and will 
discuss roles and responsibilities of the 
Design Professional, Owner, Special 
Inspector, and the Building Official, among 
other topics.  Please see the attached file 
for the announcement and specifics of the 
seminar.  For registration, please contact 
Steve Moore (smoore@atlantictesting.com) 
or by calling 518-383-9144.  Payments may  
 
 

be made at the door.  Please make checks 
payable to “CDCNYSSPE”, or make an effort 
to have exact change.   
                                                                      
This seminar is free for all students and 
student Chapter members. 
  
Immediately following the seminar at  
9:00 am, Larry O’Connor, President-Elect, 
will discuss some of the 2014-2015 
initiatives that are planned for the NYSSPE. 
  
Feel free to pass the invitation on the 
following page along to anyone that may be 
interested. 
  
------------------------------------------ 
Steven N. Moore, P.E. 
1st Vice President 
Capital District Chapter 
NYSSPE 
www.capdistpe.org 
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Fall Golf Tourney 
Deadline Fast Approaching! 

 
 

 
 
 

Members and Colleagues, 

Our 31st annual fall golf outing is scheduled 
for Friday, September 12th at Eagle Crest 
golf course, located at 1004 Route 146A 
Clifton Park, NY.  All entries should be 
received by September 5th.  Registration 
forms, as well as hole-sponsorship forms 
are attached. 

Our annual golf outings are our primary 
source of funding for our student 
scholarships, so please consider playing 
either by putting a team together, or 
playing alone and we will team you up with 
others.  I also encourage you to consider 
donating prizes, or being a hole 
sponsor.  Prizes can be big or small, 

including hats, shirts, golf paraphernalia, 
gift certificates, or anything else. 

Please return registrations to Doug Cole at 
dcole@mcdonaldengineers.com, or mail to 
97 Stacey Crest Drive, Schenectady, 
NY.  Please make checks payable to FEE, the 
Foundation for Engineering Education 

Please feel free to pass the signup sheet on 
the following page along to anyone who 
may be interested! 

Steven N. Moore, P.E. 
1st Vice President 
Capital District Chapter 
NYSSPE 
www.capdistpe.org 
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Fall Golf Tourney –  
Hole Sponsorship Opportunities Available 

 
Upcoming Fall Golf Tournament – Corporate 
Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
The local Capital District Chapter of the New 
York State Society of Professional Engineers, 
NYSSPE, provides scholarships to high school 
seniors from Albany, Columbia, Fulton, Greene, 
Hamilton, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, 
Schenectady, Schoharie, Warren and 
Washington counties who are entering their 
freshman year of Engineering Studies.  Our golf 
tournaments are the primary source of funds 
for these scholarships.  This year we are holding 
our Thirty-first Annual Fall Golf Tournament on 
September 12, 2014 at Eagle Crest Golf Club in 
Clifton Park, NY.   
 
The price per golfer is $100 and includes 18 
holes of golf, a two person cart, a chance to win 
prizes and a full hot and cold buffet dinner. 
 
We depend on businesses like yours for a 
successful tournament.  There are numerous 
ways you can support this effort: 
 

• Individual hole sponsorships are 
available for $150.  This will provide a 
display sign with your company name 
on a hole as well as recognition at the 
awards portion of the tournament.   

• Donation of prizes and or gift 
certificates from your business or items 
you purchase from other businesses are 
also appreciated.  This will also provide 

recognition of your company during the 
awards portion of the tournament.   

• Sponsorship of individual golfers or 
teams from your business is another 
great way to support our program.  We 
appreciate your consideration of 
supporting our scholarship fall golf 
tournament.  Please contact me if you 
have any questions or want to sponsor 
a hole, donate a prize or sign up a team 
or individual golfer to play.   

 
The sponsorship form is on the following page.  
 
Regards, Douglas P. Cole, PE 
Chairman, Fall Golf Tournament 
Capital District Chapter, NYSSPE 
97 Stacey Crest Drive 
Schenectady, NY 12306 
382-1774 Work 
421-2329 Cell 
dcole@mcdonaldengineers.com 
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Spring Golf Tourney Recap 
  
On Friday May 2nd after a showery start 53 
golfers participated in the 18th annual Spring 
Scholarship golf tournament. This year’s 
tournament was able to earn approximately 
$1,800 for our engineering scholarship program.  
 
Be sure to set aside Friday, May 1st, 2015 
for the 19th annual tournament! 
 
This year’s results were: 
  
Championship Flight 
First Place Score 60 
• Shawn Barlow 
• Al Whalen 
• Bob St. Louis 
• Royal Chadwick 
  
Second Place Score 61 (tie breaker) 
• Pete Beadnell 
• Dave Van Scoy 
• Bob Puricelli 
• Ed Raymond 
  
First Flight - First Place Score 64 
• Mark Ritter 
• Devon Van Zandt 
• Bob Kelly 
• Bob Grogan 
  
Second Place Score 70 
• Dan Manley 
• Walt Lippman 
• Shawn Lock 
• George Woodworth 
  
Longest Drive 
• #6 - Bob Puricelli 
• #10 - Ed Doughney 
  
Closest to the Pin 
• #2 Ed Doughney 
• #4 Royal Chadwick 
• #13 Dave Seymour 
• #16 Walt Lipman 

 
 
We would also like to thank those individuals 
who participated in the tournament, as well as 
the following businesses who helped by  

 
 
 
donating prizes or sponsoring holes in this 
year’s tournament: 
 
HOLE SPONSORS 
Atlantic Testing Laboratories, Inc,  ATL  
CT Male 
Golde Engineering 
Koester Associates 
Poole Professionals 
Security Integrations  
 
HOLE IN ONE CONTESTS SPONSOR 
Michael Fisher, P.E. 
 
PRIZE DONORS 
Agway 
Atlantic Testing Laboratories, Inc,  ATL  
Clemente Latham 
Cronin’s Golf Resort 
D.A. Stevens 
Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Gore Mountain 
Hiland Golf Course 
Kingswood Golf Course 
NYSSPE 
Price Chopper 
Queensbury Golf Course 
Sprinkles Ice Cream Shoppe 
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2014 Annual Chapter Dinner, Awards, and 
Scholarship Ceremony 

 
Officer Installation: 

On June 10, the Capital District Chapter held 
its Annual Installation of Officers Ceremony.  
The event was held once again at The Vista 
(Van Patten Golf Club) in Clifton Park.  The 
keynote speaker was Keith Lashwasy, P.E. 
(NYSSPE Past President & Chapter Past 
President) and he led the Installation of 
Officers. 

• Douglas P. Cole, P.E. (Chapter 
President) was re-elected and will 
continue through the 2014-2015 
season.   

• Mark S. Ritter, P.E. was re-elected 
President-Elect.   

• Steven N. Moore, P.E. has remained 
1st Vice President.   

• David J. Hansen, P.E. remains as 
Secretary.   

• Dan Shearer, P.E. was elected as 
Treasurer.   

• Martin J. Zanghi, P.E., William J. 
Stradling, P.E., and Darren Tracy, 
P.E. were named as Directors (2014-
2016). 

 

 

 

Engineering Awards:   
 
The Chapter’s 2014 Outstanding Engineering Achievement Award was granted to Ryan-Biggs 
Associates for their “Hudson Valley Community College Science Center” project: 
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The Chapter’s 2014 Professional Engineer in Government Award was presented to Christopher 
Wallin, P.E., the City Engineer for Schenectady: 
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The Chapter’s 2014 Young Engineer of the Year Award was granted to Peter Holland, P.E. of 
John M. McDonald Engineering, P.C. in Schenectady, NY: 

 

 
 
Scholarships: 
 
     During the June 10th Annual Installation 
of Officers and Chapter Recognition Dinner, 
the Capital District Chapter of NYSSPE 
announced the 2014 scholarship 
winners.  Scholarships are awarded 
annually to high school seniors who will be 
attending and ABET accredited 
Engineering Program.  This year’s recipients 
are: 
  
• Laura Treers, Mohanasen High School 

attending MIT - $2000 award 
• Connor Weeks, Columbia High School - 

$2000 award 
• Katherine Quinn, Niskayuna High 

School, attending Cornell - $1000 award 

• Jeffrey Naftaly, Lake George High 
School, attending Harvard - $1000 
award 

 
Each year, the Capital District Chapter of 
the New York State Society of Professional 
Engineers presents scholarship awards to 
outstanding area high school students 
planning to attend an ABET accredited 
college engineering program.   
 
Thanks to the efforts of the Fall and Spring 
Chapter Golf outings, the golfers and the 
event sponsors, and particularly the chapter 
members responsible for organizing the 
events, led by Doug Cole and Mark Ritter, 
the Chapter 2014 scholarship award 
program has once again been generously 
funded allowing the Chapter to provide 
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modest financial support to deserving 
students from Capital District and Tri-
County area high schools.  This year the 
Chapter is giving scholarship awards 
totaling $6000 
 
The Scholarship committee received 49 
applications from 32 schools.  As usual, the 
scholarship award program attracted many 
outstanding applicants.  Among the top 18 
applications, five were ranked at the top of 
their graduating class.  Two had perfect 
scores on the Math SAT (including two of 
our awardees).  FOUR candidates stood out 
from the applicant pool with extraordinary 
academic performance and a clear interest 
in engineering studies.  
 
Laura Treers (Mononasen High School) 
Jeffery Naftaly (Lake George High School) 
Katherine Quinn (Niskayuna High School) 
Connor Weeks (Columbia High School)  
 
It is our tradition to highlight a few of the 
exceptional achievements of each of our 
scholarship award winners. 
 
Laura Treers reported a high success rate 
with her college applications.  She has been 
accepted by MIT, Northeastern, Clarkson, 
RPI, RIT, SUNY Binghamton and Drexel 
University.  Laura received recognition from 
the National Center for Women in 
Information Technology, she was a semi-
finalist in the Dear Mr. President Essay 
Contest, and took 2nd place in the Ayn 
Rand Institute Essay Contest.  Laura 
participated in Science Olympiad, Science 
Bowl, Science Club, Science Honor Society 
and Math Honor Society, and was a 
member of the Mohonasen HS FIRST 
Robotics Team Challenge.  Laura took part 

in several state sponsored music programs, 
as a choir singer and as the keyboard player 
for the Town Jazz Band.  Her volunteer 
activities included Girl Scouts, food pantry, 
peer tutoring and assistant instructor in the 
elementary robotics class.  She has also 
worked as a lifeguard and water safety 
instructor at the Mohonasen HS swimming 
pool, and she was one of the two 
scholarship applicants that achieved a 
perfect score on the math SAT exam. 
 
Jeffery Naftaly received the US Air Force 
Math and Science Award in each of the last 
three academic years.  He received 
recognition from the National Merit 
Scholarship program and the Rotary Club, 
he received a Holy Cross Book Award for 
academic achievement, was selected as the 
Section 2 Class C Goalkeeper of the Year in 
2013.  Jeffery participated in Astronomy 
and environmental clubs, was founder and 
president of the school chess club, played 
clarinet in the Jazz Band, ran with the 
varsity track team, and was a member of 
the 2013 State Champion Mohonasen 
Basketball Team.  Jeff noted on his 
application that he is mesmerized by large 
aircraft, and he will indulge his interest in 
the science of flight by studying 
aeronautical engineering. 
 
In addition to her outstanding academic 
performance, Katherine Quinn showed a 
strong interest in volunteer and community 
activities, serving as a youth ministry team 
leader and Youth Council representative for 
the Diocese of Albany, volunteering at the 
Schenectady County Library, Camp 
counselor for Cross Country Running Camp 
at the Niskayuna Recreation Department, 
Youth Group Leader, Board Member and 
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religious education assistant teacher at the 
St. Kateri Parish church.  Katherine coached 
beginner tennis, was a summer lunch intern 
at the Schenectady Inner City Ministry, 
delivered newspapers and supervised, 
entertained and cared for children ages 1 to 
12.  She has acted in stage performances at 
Russell Sage and the Helderberg Theater 
Festival, competed in poetry and 
Shakespeare recitation contests, and has 
been recognized with awards from Brandeis 
University for social action and civic 
engagement, and by Rochester Institute of 
Technology for Innovation and Creativity.  
Katherine also played viola in the high 
school symphony orchestra, and was a 
member of the Niskayuna basketball, tennis 
and track teams.  She plans to study 
chemical engineering and applying her skills 

to developing alternative energy capture 
and storage systems. 
 
Connor Weeks academic strengths are 
confirmed by recognition as an AP Scholar 
with Honors Award, selection to the 
National Honor Society, National Society of 
High School Scholars, All American Scholar, 
Lawrence Tech Math and Science Award, 
and East Greenbush Spotlight on Youth 
Award.  A cumulative weighted high school 
GPA over 100 is the clincher.  Connor’s 
technical and non-technical extracurricular 
activities include multiple years 
participation in Math League, Science 
Olympiad, and Empire State Youth 
Orchestra Jazz Band, and benefit 
performances for the Make-A-Wish 
foundation, cancer awareness and area 
nursing homes.  

 
From L to R:  Mark Ritter, Scholarship Co-Chair, Laura Treers (Mohonasen High School), Jeffrey 
Naftaly (Lake George High School), and Katherine Quinn (Niskayuna High School)   
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Annual NYSSPE Conference 
 
 
The NYSSPE held their 2014 Annual 
Conference in Riverhead, NY this year.  The 
major events at the conference included 
the Installation of Officers and Awards 
Reception at the Long Island Aquarium and 
Exhibition Center, Learning Sessions, a tour 
of Brookhaven National Laboratory, and a 
tour of the Baiting Hollow Farm Vineyard 
and Horse Rescue. 
Those in attendance from the Capital 
District Chapter included Keith Lashway, 
P.E. (NYSSPE Past President), Lawrence J. 
O’Connor, PE, LS, F.NSPE (NYSSPE 
President-Elect), James J. Kuhn, P.E. 
(NYSSPE Treasurer, Chapter Past President), 
Douglas P. Cole, P.E. (Chapter President), & 
Mark Ritter, P.E. (Chapter President-Elect). 

 

 
Keith Lashway, P.E. (left) handing over the 

gavel to 2014-2015 NYSSPE President 
Thomas Petracca, P.E. 
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Congratulations to Chapter members  
elected to State Positions in NYSSPE 

 
 
The Capital District Chapter would like to congratulate Lawrence J. O’Connor, P.E., L.S. F.NSPE 
as our next NYSSPE President-Elect, James J. Kuhn, P.E. as our next NYSSPE Treasurer and 
Martin J. Zanghi, P.E. as our next NYSSPE Northeast Regional Vice President.  All three men have 
served as Presidents of the Capital District Chapter and continue to support us to this day.  We 
are very proud of Larry, Jim and Marty and honored to have them serve in State positions. 

 
 

 
Welcome to our new Chapter Officers 

  
 
We would like to welcome our two newest 
Directors and Treasurer to the Capital 
District Board.  A short biography is 
provided so you can learn a little more 
about them. 
 
Will Stradling, P.E. 
 
Mr. Stradling has more than eleven (11) 
years of professional experience, in 
environmental consulting (process 
wastewater design and construction), 
applications engineering for a major filter 
manufacturer and sales engineering for a 
manufacturers’ representative. Currently, 
as the Outside Sales Engineer for Eastern NY 
at Siewert Equipment, his responsibilities 
include: new business development 
throughout Eastern NY, customer interface 
and project management, 
establish/maintain key customer 
relationships (identifying, progressing and 
closing opportunities), preparation of 
proposals and bid documents, and monitor 
and report progress on achievement of 

projections to management. Also, he enjoys 
spending time w/ his wife Angela and son 
Jack Alan. 
 
Darren Tracy, P.E. 
 
Darren Tracy PE is an Architectural Engineer 
with 30 plus years in the construction 
industry.  He is Vice President of West 
Branch Inc. a construction firm he started 
and has operated since 1991. West Branch 
specializes in water, waste water, hydro, 
diving, historic preservation and other 
“unique” projects. 
 
Mr. Tracy is also principal of West Branch 
Engineering and Consulting PLLC and 
specializes in construction consulting.  Prior 
to starting his own firms he worked for 
Barry Bette and Led Duke Contractors and 
Engineers (Albany, NY) for 3 years as a 
construction estimator and project 
manager. Mr. Tracy started his career with 
Sauer Industries (4th largest Mechanical 
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Contractor in USA at the time, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.) as a project engineer. 
 
Mr. Tracy is a BPI Certified Building Analyst, 
Licensed Master Plumber (City of Albany 
and Glens Falls) and Certified Advanced 
Diver. 
 
Mr. Tracy has been a member of NYSSPE 
(and NSPE) for approximately 2 years. Other 
organizations of which he is a member 
include: 
 
• Adirondack Architectural Heritage 

(former board member) 
• Saratoga Springs Preservation 

Foundation 
• The Preservation League of NY 
• Saratoga Auto Museum 
• Caffe Lena 
• Saratoga Economic Development 

Corporation 
• Saratoga Springs Chamber of Commerce 
 
He is a volunteer for Rebuilding Saratoga 
and Caffe Lena. 
 
Mr. Tracy holds an AAS degree in HVAC 
from Canton College, a BS in Engineering 

from Syracuse University and SUNY ESF and 
a MA in Philosophy from SUNY Albany. 
 
Daniel M. Shearer, P.E., LEED AP 
 
Newly installed Treasurer Dan Shearer is 
the President and CEO of Saratoga 
Associates, a multi-disciplinary design and 
planning firm that has been a fixture in the 
Capital District for more than forty years. A 
licensed professional engineer in the 
discipline of environmental engineering,  
Shearer has performed more than two 
decades of design engineering and site 
reuse planning for clients throughout the 
Northeast. An authority on site restoration, 
stormwater management, and reuse 
design, Shearer utilizes his expertise in 
property assessment and redevelopment, 
regulatory compliance, and public outreach 
to enable clients to procure funding for 
revitalization projects, minimizing their 
overall project costs.  A graduate of Stony 
Brook University, Shearer also assists 
private sector developer clients with their 
sites, with services ranging from grant 
applications to sustainable reuse strategies. 
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Member Benefits – including 15 free PDHs! 
 
NSPE membership gives engineers the tools and services they need to be better informed and 
better connected within their professional community. 
 

 

Fifteen Free PDHs 
NSPE membership now includes 15 free 
professional development hours that you 

can conveniently earn through online seminars. 
(Please note that not all PDH courses are 
NYS approved). 

At the end of each seminar, a quiz will be 
available for those who need it to meet their 
state's continuing education requirements. 

Not an NSPE member? Join now! 
Career Advancement 
NSPE's online job board allows employers 
to post – and job-seekers to search – top 
engineering employment opportunities 
throughout the country. 
 

Networking Opportunities 
Through Interest Groups, blogs, and live events, 
members can reach engineers across the 
country and in their local area. 
 
Each year, the NSPE Annual Meeting brings 
together engineering colleagues, clients, and 
vendors to make important connections at 
vibrant locations around the country. 
 
Find the NSPE state society and local chapter 
nearest you and make key contacts, while 
staying informed about issues within your own 
region or community. 

Leadership and volunteer opportunities offer 
many options for positive participation within 
your community. 

News of the Profession 
Available free to members, PE magazine 
is packed with up-to-the-minute 

reporting and articles covering licensing, 
education, employment, ethics, legal and 
liability issues, and more. 

Members only e-newsletters, like NSPE Update, 
Daily Designs, and the U.S. Engineering Press 
Review offer the latest news on shifting trends 
and new technologies. 

Continuing Education 
Licensure programs offer members a range of 
tools to help achieve and maintain their 
professional licenses. 
  
Online courses provide a time-effective option 
for engineers who want to sharpen their 
knowledge and skills – from standards 
management to professional ethics. 
  
Members who wish to study with other 
professionals in their community can choose 
from a range of local programs and courses in 
their area. 

Advocacy & Outreach 
Through its government relations efforts, 
NSPE projects a powerful voice 
advocating the interests of the 
engineering profession. Stories From 2012 
That Show NSPE, State Societies, and Members 
Working for the Profession. 
 
Resources available in the Legislative Action 
Center allow NSPE members to contact 
legislators and track legislation of interest to 
them as engineers. 
  
Partnering organizations like Engineers Week, 
MATHCOUNTS, NICET, NABIE, and NAFE, along 
with public outreach activities, demonstrate 
the positive impact engineering has on 
everyday lives. 

Benefit Partners 
Your NSPE membership entitles you to deep 
discounts on a wide variety of publications, 
standard contract documents, and other 
services offered by NSPE's benefit partners. 
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Chapter Board Meeting Locations and Dates – Come Join Us 
 
The Chapter would like to remind all members that one of the great ways to stay informed 
about our organization and to participate in the events that affect your engineering profession 
is to attend a Monthly Chapter Board Meeting.   
 
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month (September through May) at 7:30 
AM to discuss chapter business and help decide the direction that our Chapter will take. 
Meeting locations vary month to month, so consult the calendar in this newsletter, or 
www.captdistpe.org, for the monthly meeting location.  No invitation needed!  New chapter 
members are welcome to attend and we always value your input.   
 
 

Capital District Chapter 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
 
September 2014   
8 Seminar on Special Inspections NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
 
10 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
 
12 Fall Golf Tournament  Eagle Crest Golf Club, 
     Clifton Park, NY 
  
October 2014   
 
8 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
  
November 2014   
12 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany 
  
December 2014   
10 Chapter Board Meeting  NYSSPE office at 6 Airline 
     Drive in Albany  
 
 
For additional NSPE events occurring at the state level, follow this link: 
https://www.nysspe.org/upcoming-events 
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Thank you To Our 2014 Sponsors! 
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NOW ACCEPTING SPONSORS FOR 2014 

 
Only $125 for the calendar year in both our newsletter and the website! ($125 - business card size ad, half page ad - 

$450) 
 

Sponsor benefits include: Newsletter ads, website links, opportunities for posting job openings,  
and submitting articles for use within the Capital District Chapter of the NYSSPE newsletter and website.  

 
 

If you are interested in advertising to our nearly 300-strong membership, please contact 
 John Steele, P.E., at (518) 428-5509 or jsteele@Steele-Engineering.com 

 
All sponsor revenues are directed towards our scholarship funds for students entering the engineering profession.   

The inclusion of advertising, event listings, logos, Web site links, or other information in this  
newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by the Capital District Chapter of the  

New York State Society of Professional Engineers of the courses, products or services so advertised. 
 

 

Capital District Chapter of the NYSSPE - September 2014 Newsletter - Page 20 of 20 

mailto:jsteele@Steele-Engineering.com


 
IN THIS ISSUE 

 

April 2014 
 

• President's Message…1 
• Welcome New Members…2 
• Chapter award nominations…2 
• RPI v. Clarkson Game Recap….5 
• MATHCOUNTS results - North…5 
• Peebles Island Tour…7 
• Welcome new members…8 
• Spring golf tourney…8 
• Golf sponsorships…10 
• Erosion seminar…12 
• Future City – a member’s 
 Experience…13 
• Future City – Assemblyman 

 Santabarbara…15 
• E-Week summary…17 
• MATHCOUNTS results – Cap Dist…20 
• Officer/director recruitment…21 
• Member Benefits Page…21 
• Board meetings…22 
• Event Calendar…23 
• Sponsors…24 

 
 

 Capital District Chapter 

PE TIMES NEWSLETTER 
The New York State Society of Professional Engineers, Inc. 

Officers 2013-2014 
 

Douglas P. Cole, P.E. 
President 
(Fall Golf Tournament Chairperson / 
Membership Co-Chairperson) 
 
Mark S. Ritter, P.E. 
President-Elect 
(Spring Golf Tournament Chairperson) 
 
Steven N. Moore, P.E. 
1st Vice President 
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(Awards/Nomination Chairperson, NE 
Regional VP) 
 
Paul M. Adel, P.E.  
Past President 
(Scholarship / 
Website Chairperson) 

     President’s  Message 
    Douglas P. Cole, P.E. 
 

It’s that time of year again to recognize individuals in 
our region that are an example of what it means to be 
an outstanding engineer or projects which employ 
innovative design or embody the engineering spirit.  
The Capital District Chapter Award Nomination Form 
is available for download on our website 
http://www.capdistpe.org.  The New York State 

Society of Professional Engineers recently consolidated a few of the 
award categories and we have followed suit.  The current list of award 
categories is: 
 

• Engineer of the 
Year 

• Young Engineer of 
the Year 

• Contribution to 
Education 

• Meritorious 
Service 

• Professional 
Engineer in 
Government 

• Engineering 
Project of the 
Year 

 
A full description of the 
requirements for each 
category is enclosed with 
the application form.  If 
you know of anyone or a 
project that meets these 
requirements, we urge you to take a few moments to fill out an 
application form.   

President’s Message 
                            continued on pg. 2 
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        President’s Message 
Continued from pg. 1 

 

Applications are due by April 8, 2014 to Jim 
Kuhn at jkuhn@atlantictesting.com.  Award 
winners will be invited to our annual 
Installation of Officers and Recognition 
Dinner which will be held on June 10, 2014 
at the Vista at Van Patten Golf Course. 
 
I also want to take this opportunity to ask 
for your help.  If you know another 
Professional Engineer that is not already a 
member of the NYSSPE, please talk to them 
about becoming a member.  Share this 
newsletter with them, as it contains 
information about many of the varied and 
interesting things our Chapter does, as well 
as links to the State and Capital District 
Chapter websites.  Members can get free 

PDH’s on the State website and can attend 
our monthly programs for a reduced fee to 
earn additional PDH’s.   
 
Chapter members are always welcome to 
attend our monthly meetings which can be 
found on the schedule of events on the 
Chapter website.  As always, you are 
encouraged to become a more active 
member in the society and volunteering to 
be a Director on our Board is a great place 
to start.  I have found the involvement with 
the Chapter Board a very positive and 
rewarding experience. 
 
Sincerely, Doug 
 
The New York State Society of Professional Engineers, Capital 
District Chapter - Serving Albany, Columbia, Fulton, Greene, 
Hamilton, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, 
Schoharie, Warren, and Washington counties

 
 

Chapter Award Nomination Deadline Approaching - 
Nominate an Outstanding Engineer you know! 

Every year members of the Capital District Chapter have the opportunity to nominate their 
colleagues and/or projects for our annual awards.  This is a great opportunity to bring 
recognition to projects you’ve been involved with, and fellow engineers (or educators) you’ve 
worked with.  Attached is a description of the various awards and a form to be filled 
out.  Nominations forms and supporting documentation should be submitted to Jim Kuhn 
(jkuhn@atlantictesting.com) by April 1st, 2014.  The winners will be recognized at the annual 
Awards Dinner to be held on June 10, 2014. 

 Please take the time to review the award descriptions and consider sending in your 
nominations. 

Steven N. Moore, P.E. 

 
Please refer to the following descriptions and nomination form: 
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All award nominations must be submitted  with the 
attached Chapter Nomination Form to Jim Kuhn 
(jkuhn@atlantictesting.com) by April 8, 2014. 

CDC - NYSSPE Awards 
 

The Capital District Chapter is seeking nominations for the following chapter awards, which 
will be presented at the Capital District Chapter Annual Dinner in late May/early June 
(details to be determined).  (The submittal date has been extended to April 8, 2014.) 
 
ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 
To recognize a professional engineer who has made an outstanding contribution to the goals of the 
Society of Professional Engineers by means of educational, collegiate and engineering 
achievements; professional society, technical society, civic and humanitarian activities; and 
displayed continuing competence. 
 
YOUNG ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 
To recognize a professional engineer or intern engineer 35 years of age or less who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the goals of the Society of Professional Engineers by means of 
educational, collegiate and engineering achievements; professional society, technical society, civic 
and humanitarian activities; and displayed continuing competence. 
 
HONOREE FOR CONTRIBUTION IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION 
To recognize an individual whose activities or contributions in the field of Education have broad 
and lasting effects on the goals of the engineering profession or the Society of Professional 
Engineers. 
 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
To recognize a professional engineer who has made an outstanding contribution to the goals of the 
Society of Professional Engineers over an extended period of time. 
 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER IN GOVERNMENT 
To recognize a professional engineer in Government who, during a career in public service, has 
made an outstanding contribution to public health, safety and/or welfare, the engineering 
profession, and the goals of the Society of Professional Engineers through demonstrated 
managerial ability and professional engineering achievement.   
 
ENGINEERING PROJECT OF THE YEAR 
To acknowledge accomplishments of the engineering profession by recognizing outstanding 
engineering achievements that have captured the innovative and dynamic spirit of a profession 
dedicated to public service.  This award is for an outstanding engineering achievement that has 
captured the innovative and dynamic spirit of a profession dedicated to public service. 
 
Nominations may include a specific engineered end product such as a building, dam, roadway or 
any worthy project that meets a human, environmental or social need for the residents of the state 
of New York.  All nominated projects must have been either completed or under construction in the 
calendar year preceding the year of nomination.  Only projects located in New York State and 
designed by U.S. firms with offices in New York State are eligible for nomination. 
 
For nomination instructions see attached nomination form. 
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AWARD NOMINATION FORM 
EXTENDED TO  April 8, 2014 

 
INDICATE AWARD FOR WHICH THIS NOMINATION IS MADE: 

 ENGINEER OF THE YEAR   
 YOUNG ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 
 CONTRIBUTION TO EDUCATION 
 MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER IN GOVERNMENT 
 ENGINEERING PROJECT OF THE YEAR 

 
CANDIDATE OR PROJECT NAME: 

      
 
CONTACT NAME (IF NOMINATING A PROJECT): 

      
 
ADDRESS: 

       
 
EMAIL: 

      
 
PHONE #:        
 
 
On a separate page, describe the specific contribution(s) you feel warrant(s) this award being given to 
the proposed candidate or project. 
 
 
REPRESENTATIVE SUBMITTING NOMINATION: 
  
NAME:        COMPANY:       
 
ADDRESS:       
 
EMAIL:       
 
SIGNATURE:   DATE:       
 
 
RETURN FORM TO:  
 

Jim Kuhn 
22 Corporate Drive 
Clifton Park, New York  12065 
518-383-9144 (T) 
518-371-1113 (F) 
jkuhn@atlantictesting.com 
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RPI v. Clarkson Hockey Night Recap 
Tie game 2-2 

 

 
 

On Saturday February 22nd a group of 45 members, family and friends assembled to watch the 
RPI-Clarkson Hockey Game at RPI.  It was a hard fought battle with no winner emerging after 
regulation and a sudden death overtime period. Based on the great attendance for this event, 
we’ll try to have a similarly competitive night during the 2014/2015 season!   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Results of student MATHCOUNTS competition – North Country 
 

 
The Capital District Chapter of the National Society of Professional 
Engineers along with volunteers from GE and the Adirondack Chapter 
of the American Association of University women, held the Tri-County 
Mathcounts competition February 1st at SUNY Adirondack in 
Queensbury.  Mathcounts is a national mathematics enrichment 
program for 6th through 8th grade students that involves 
extracurricular coaching culminating in local competitions. 
     

 

 

VS. 
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Schools participating this year in the North Country event were: 
 

• Hudson Falls Central School 
• St. Mary's/St. Alphonsus, Glens Falls 
• Augustine Classical Academy 
• Maple Avenue School, Saratoga 
• Greenwich Central School 

  
This year’s team competition was won by the team from Augustine Classical Academy in 
Mechanicville, second place was Maple Avenue School in Saratoga, and third place was St. 
Mary's/St. Alphonsus Academy from Glens Falls.   
 
This year's individual winner was Keith Zhang, with Christopher Oxaal as the second place 
winner; both are students at Augustine Classical Academy. The third place winner was Jonah 
Kaufman from Maple Avenue School in Saratoga.   
 
The winning team included, Jordan Rodriguez, Keith Zhang, Christopher Oxaal, Mercy 
Trouwborst and Coach Lisa Fijal, shown from left to right in the photo below. 
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Seminar Announcement: 

Peebles Island Historic Bleachery Tour 
 
Following is a flyer for an upcoming tour of the Bleachery at Peebles Island State Park on May 
20, 2014, sponsored by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation.  PDH 
credits are pending, and a dinner is proposed to be on site.  The cost of the tour has not been 
determined yet.  For additional information please contact Larry Moss 
(larry.moss@parks.ny.gov)  
  
Larry K Moss, RA, CDT - Historic Preservation Technical Specialist 
NYS OPRHP (Peebles Island) 
PO Box 189, Waterford, NY 12188 
518-237-8643/ 3291 
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Welcome to Our Newest Members! 
 
 
It’s with great pleasure we welcome the newest members of 
our Chapter.  If you have the opportunity, please take a 
moment to give them a big welcome and let them know 
about the great resources for engineers available through the 
society! 

• Aaron Vera, P.E. 
 

Your membership is important to us and we welcome your participation.  If you know of 
anyone else that you believe may benefit from all that membership in the CDCNYSSPE has to 
offer, please do not hesitate to have them call Douglas P. Cole, PE at (518) 348-7880 or Martin 
J. Zanghi, PE at (518) 786-7559. 

 
 
 

Spring Golf Tourney 
 
 

 
 
Spring is here and it is now time to start thinking about our annual Spring Scholarship Golf 
Tournament. In addition to a fun filled day our Golf Tournaments are the major sources of 
funding for our annual Engineering Scholarship Program.  
 
The tournament will again be held at the Kingswood Golf Course in Hudson Falls on Friday May 
2nd. The tournament is a four person flighted scramble and will feature a hole in one contest 
on every hole with a top prize of $10,000 for a hole in one on the second hole.  
 
In addition, there will be prizes for closet to the pin on all par 3s as well as two longest drive 
hole competitions. Our members can help support this tournament in numerous ways. They 
can form a team of coworkers or clients, sponsor a hole, donate prizes and also pass on 
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information on the tournament to help generate interest for all of these activities among their 
associates.   
 
A registration form and hole sponsorship follow in this newsletter. If anyone has any questions 
on the tournament, feel free to contact Mark Ritter per his contact information on the 
following form.   
  
Mark Ritter, P.E. 
Chairman, Spring Golf Tournament 
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Spring Golf Tourney –  
Hole Sponsorship Opportunities Available 

 
 
Subject: Sponsorship/Support for Eighteenth Annual 
NYSSPE Scholarship Golf Tournament 
 
The local Capital District Chapter of the New York State 
Society of Professional Engineers, NYSSPE provides 
scholarships to high school seniors from Albany, 
Columbia, Fulton, Greene, Hamilton, Montgomery, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Warren 
and Washington counties who are entering their 
freshman year of Engineering Studies. Our golf 
tournaments are the primary source of funds for these scholarships. 
 
This year we are holding our Eighteenth Annual Spring Golf Tournament on May 2nd at 
Kingswood Golf Course in Hudson Falls, NY. We depend on businesses like yours for a successful 
tournament. There are numerous ways that you can support this effort. Individual hole 
sponsorships are available for $150. This will provide a display of a sign with your company 
name on a hole as well as recognition at the awards portion of the tournament. 
 
Donation of prizes and or gift certificates from your business or items you purchase from other 
businesses will also provide recognition during the awards portion of the tournament, as well as 
sponsorship of individual golfers or teams from your business. I appreciate your consideration 
of supporting our tournament.  An application follows – please let me know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Mark Ritter, P.E. 
Chairman, Spring Golf Tournament 
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Upcoming Erosion and Sediment Seminar 
  
The Capital District Chapter is sponsoring another 1-hour seminar on Tuesday, April 22nd.  The 
seminar will be held at the NYSSPE office at 6 Airline Drive in Albany.  Registration will begin at 
7:30 am, and the program will begin at 8:00 am.  This seminar is currently under review for PDH 
approval.  
                                                                                                                                    
This seminar is entitled “Erosion Control Products and Sediment Devices”, and will discuss 
various products and devices for erosion and sediment control, including erosion control 
blankets, permanent turf reinforcement mats, and different strategies for dealing with erosion 
versus sediment control.  Please see the attached file for the announcement and specifics of 
the seminar.  For registration, please contact Steve Moore (smoore@atlantictesting.com) or by 
calling 518-383-9144.  Payments may be made at the door.  Please make checks payable to 
“CDCNYSSPE”, or make an effort to have exact change.  This seminar is free for all students and 
student Chapter members. Feel free to pass this invitation along to anyone that may be 
interested. 
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2014 Capital District  
Future City Competition: 
a member’s experience 

 
By Nikhil Bodhankar, P.E. 
 
It is a great honor for me to be an engineering mentor for the 4th consecutive year to LaSalle 
School. Each year is faced an exciting challenge, and we learn new ways to contribute towards 
the goals of the competition. This year was no different and our team worked on a future city 
idea that was named “Oasis”.   

 
Our city of Oasis was designed with 150,000 population located in the South Western United 
States. The featured a world class resort, a sports and entertainment arena, parks, hiking trails, 
theaters, museums and all kinds of desert and mountain adventures. The city provided an 
excellent education system, and great hospitals and public safety. As a result, there were plenty 
of Jobs in the areas of energy, information technology, transportation, agriculture, and tourism 
industries. A big portion of the energy is provided by renewable sources such as solar power 
and wind power. The city produced enough energy for all the needs plus exported surplus to 
adjacent cities. A state of the art recycling program was designed to promote recycle, reuse, or 
compost garbage. Hydroponic technology is implemented to grow most of the city organic food 
without using soil and with much less water than traditional methods.  
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Oasis was strategically built around the center of a high speed railroad system that can 
transport the citizens around the city and to airports that connects globally. Solar panel 
canopies provided energy for the magnetic levitation trains. These trains use superconducting 
magnets to go up to 250 miles per hour. Personal transportation was provided by hybrid 
human-powered electric vehicles. The concept is when a person pedals; the energy is converted 
into electricity and stored in a battery to power the personal vehicle when the person is not 
pedaling. A system of intelligent electric powered vehicles is made available for people who 
cannot drive such as elderly population or for people who would rather prefer automated 
personal transport.   
 
The city of oasis solves the challenge of providing water to our desert city by using 6 part water 
plan approach. 
 
First, is to invest in education to promote conservation and responsible water use. 
Second, use conservation technology to reduce water use. Such as the city mandates that all 
appliances are energy efficient and use waterless cleaning technology.  
Third, Efficient irrigation systems are encouraged and subsidized that don’t waste water. 
Rainwater harvesting is implanted across the city.  
 
Fourth, the city purifies and recycles all wastewater. All the motors in wastewater treatment 
plant are optimized using Adjustable Speed Drives (ASD or VFD) that further conserve energy. 
The city has fewer paved surfaces and uses rain gardens and rain barrels to catch water when it 
rains. 
 
Fifth, Water is imported from the ocean and renewable ocean energy is used to remove the salt 
and impurities right at the entrance to the city jurisdiction. 
Lastly, the city of Oasis manages the ecosystems. The plants that require less water are and are 
native to the climate are selected for city’s landscape design that helps conserve water. Instead 
of grassy lawns, city has native plants and natural landscaping. There are annual budgets only 
reserved for finding ways to constantly innovate and improve water use and reverse climate 
change and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The city of Oases promotes a very healthy lifestyle, good paying jobs and ample recreation 
activities. The weather is warm and the sun is always shining. It is truly an oasis in the desert. 
The project won two awards; Excellence in the Design of a City, given by Architecture+ , and 
Most Innovative Use of Green Space For a Community, given by MJ Engineering and Land 
Surveying, P.C.  
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Students: Trenton, Nehemiah, Lorenzo, and Daquan 
Teacher: Kenneth Getsch 
Engineering Mentor: Nikhil Bodhankar 

 
 

Cities of the Future: Students Imagine, Design, and Build! 
 

 
 
By NYS Assemblyman 
Angelo Santabarbara 
 

 
Assemblyman Santabarbara visiting 
local students at the Regional Future 
City Competition 
  

In the years before the New York 
State Assembly, I worked as a Civil 
Engineer for many years. It was a 

great opportunity to work on an array 
of projects that directly affected local 
communities in our region and in turn 
helped to improve quality of life for 
many. 

I believe it’s important to reach out 
and expose young minds to the 
engineering field in order to ensure 
that future generations benefit from 
the strongest engineers possible. So 
ever since those days of engineering, 
each year I’m proud to participate in 
what’s known as Future City 
Competition. What is Future City 
Competition? National Engineers 
Week Future City Competition is the 
nation’s largest and most successful 
nonprofit engineering education 
program. It consists of a national 
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competition among sixth-, seventh- 
and eighth-grade students to imagine, 
design, and build cities of the future. 
Sound exciting? Well, it’s both 
exciting and fun! In fact, the mission 
is to provide a fun and exciting 
educational engineering program that 
combines an engineering challenge 
with a “hands-on” application to 
present a vision for a city of the 
future.  

 

Assemblyman Angelo 
Santabarbara and 

Congressman Paul Tonko 
with the Future City Team 

from Mont Pleasant Middle 
School in Schenectady and 
their award winning model 

Here’s how it works! Teams of 
students, engineering professionals 
and teachers compete to plan a city 
of the future using computer 
software while trying to find 
engineering solutions to real-world 
problems. Students then build scale 
models of their city using creative 
materials, write an essay about 
engineering topics and prepare a 
narrative explaining their future city. 
Finally it all comes together at a 
Regional Competition each year, 
where teams get a chance to present 
their vision live to a panel of judges 
from the engineering community. 
Regional winners then get a chance to 
represent their region at the National 
Finals in Washington, DC! 

 

Assemblyman Santabarbara 
with the Future City Team 
from St. Mary’s Institute in 

the City of Amsterdam 

I really enjoy the opportunity to see 
this competition take place each year. 
We are so fortunate to have such a 
great program in our community that 
brings together amazing talent! The 
program not only helps develop an 
interest in the engineering field, it 
also encourages students to be 
problem-solvers and innovators, 
finding ways meet today’s challenges. 
In preparing for the competition, 
students learn 21st century work 
skills, including effective writing, 
public speaking, teamwork, time 
management, problem-solving and 
computer skills. But it’s not all work, 
students also have fun in the program 
because it allows them to use their 
imagination to design and build their 
own vision of the future. 

I have been fortunate to be involved 
with the program over the years as 
mentor, a judge and an advocate 
through the Capital District New York 
State Society of Professional 
Engineers. It has certainly been 
rewarding to see the success of the 
program in schools across the region, 
helping to develop the future leaders 
of the profession within our local 
communities. 
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New York State 

Assemblyman Angelo 
Santabarbara congratulates 
local award winners during 
last year’s Regional Future 

City Competition 

While many volunteers return each 
year, the regional competition has 
over 150 middle schools eligible for 

the program, so there’s always a need 
for new volunteers who are looking to 
make a difference in a student’s life. 
It’s a great way for the engineering 
community to bring their professional 
expertise and the excitement of math 
and science directly to the classroom. 
These students are the future 
engineers of America! 

Ready to get involved? For more 
information visit www.futurecity.org 
or you can contact the Regional 
Coordinator by phone at (518) 
441.7598 or by email at 
fcc.albany@gmail.com. If you would 
like to speak with me about this or 
any other community event, please 
call me at (518) 455-5197 or email me 
at 
santabarbaraa@assembly.state.ny.us.

  
  

2014 E-Week Summary 
 
By Martin J. Zanghi, P.E.  
 
The Capital District's 34th 
Celebration of National Engineers 
Week was held on February 13-14, 
2014 at The Albany Marriott.  
There were (771) attendees & (42) 
exhibitors.  It was another very successful event for the Capital District.  Thanks to all that 
attended, hope to see you again next year! 
 
We thank the following Sponsors for their support: 
 
PLATINUM Sponsor: 
HNTB Corporation 
 
GOLD Sponsors: 
Atlantic Testing Laboratories 
C.T. Male Associates 
Erdman Anthony 
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SILVER Sponsor & Thursday Lunch Sponsor: 
ASCE Mohawk-Hudson Section 
 
FRIDAY Lunch Sponsor: 
ASHRAE Northeast Chapter  
High School Bridge Competition Sponsor: 
Curtis Lumber  
 
2014 Model Bridge Contest Winners 
 
Aesthetics 
1st place $150 Magdelena Zink, Ballston Spa  
2nd place $100 Jason Harrington, Ballston Spa 
3rd place $50 Ezra Neal, Rensselaer 
 
Max Load 
1st place $150 Connor Cragon, South Colonie 
2nd place $100 Austen Beese, Shenendehowa 
3rd place $50 Dakota Rose, Rensselaer 
 
Max Efficiency 
1st place $500 Connor Cragon, South Colonie 
2nd place $250 Dakota Rose, Rensselaer 
3rd place $100 Salehin Hossain, North Colonie  
 
School Prizes: 
Max Average Load:  $200 South Colonie 
Max Average Efficiency:  $200 South Colonie 
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Results of student MATHCOUNTS competition 
Capital District 

 
 
By Martin J. Zanghi, P.E.  
 
The Capital District's 31st MATHCOUNTS Chapter Competition was 
held on February 1, 2014 at the GE Global Research Center in 
Niskayuna.  There were (14) schools with (102) students that 
competed.  The guest speaker was Dr. Steven Gustafson, Manager 
of the Knowledge Discovery Lab at GE Global Research Center.  A 
special thanks to GE and all of our volunteers/sponsors.  Photos 
are available for viewing on our website:   

http://www.capdistpe.org/images/MATHCOUNTS/2014/MC2014.htm 

Chapter Coordinator:  Martin J. Zanghi, P.E. 
Statisticians:   Paul Adel, P.E. & Howard Riggert, P.E. 
Grading Coordinator:  Kathy Ervolina 
Volunteer Coordinator: Susan DeSimone, P.E. 
Press Coordinator:  James Galarneau, P.E. 
Program & Certificates: Anne Garrity, P.E. 
 
 
1st Place School: Iroquois Middle School 
   Gabriel Kammer 
   Max Tao 
   Greg George 
   Caroline Yao 
 
2nd Place School: Van Antwerp Middle School 
   Rishi Katragadda 
   Michael Zhao 
   Rasya Bollapragada 
   Tatiana Malcevic 
 
3rd Place School: Farnsworth Middle School 
   Suraj Suresh 
   Henry Li 
   James Gu 
   Arnav Kannan 
 
The Top (2) students not on a winning team were Noble Mushtak from Sand Creek Middle and 
Seonwoo Kim from Koda Middle School.  These (3) schools and (2) individuals will be competing 
at the State Competition on March 15th at RPI. 
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Chapter Officer and Director Positions Open 
 

Each year, the Officers of the Chapter advance their position on the 
Board of Directors through succession.  Without new members 
volunteering to serve as Officers or Directors, our Chapter will be 
faced with more vacancies as we move forward in the upcoming 
years.  The Chapter will not be able to operate without leadership 
and administer the activities/events that many of you continue 
enjoy and regularly participate in. 

 
We are in need of Directors to fill open positions.  As a Director you are encouraged to attend all 
Chapter activities/events and our monthly Board Meetings.  At the Board Meetings, you are responsible 
for presenting progress reports on your assigned activities from the committee’s that you participate on.  
The Board Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (September thru May) at 7:30 AM to 
discuss Chapter business and help decide the direction that our Chapter will take. 
 
As an incentive for new Directors, we have decided to begin a trial program that would pay for your 
annual NYSSPE membership dues.  A new Director will need to regularly attend the Board Meetings and 
be allowed to only miss two meetings per year.  The Director would also need to be active in at least one 
committee.  The reimbursement of your Chapter dues would occur in June of each year, after the Board 
has reviewed your performance. 
 
Thus, we encourage you to become a more active in our Chapter and volunteer to serve at any level that 
you can to help us sustain this great Chapter in the NYSSPE. 
 

 

Member Benefits – including 15 free PDHs! 
 
NSPE membership gives engineers the tools and services they need to be better informed and 
better connected within their professional community. 

 

 

Fifteen Free PDHs 
NSPE membership now includes 15 free 
professional development hours that you 

can conveniently earn through online seminars. 
(Please note that not all PDH courses are 
NYS approved). 

At the end of each seminar, a quiz will be 
available for those who need it to meet their 
state's continuing education requirements. 

Not an NSPE member? Join now! 

Career Advancement 
NSPE's online job board allows employers 

to post – and job-seekers to search – top 
engineering employment opportunities 
throughout the country. 
 

Networking Opportunities 
Through Interest Groups, blogs, and live events, 
members can reach engineers across the 
country and in their local area. 
 
Each year, the NSPE Annual Meeting brings 
together engineering colleagues, clients, and 
vendors to make important connections at 
vibrant locations around the country. 
 
Find the NSPE state society and local chapter 
nearest you and make key contacts, while 
staying informed about issues within your own 
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region or community. 

Leadership and volunteer opportunities offer 
many options for positive participation within 
your community. 

News of the Profession 
Available free to members, PE magazine 
is packed with up-to-the-minute 

reporting and articles covering licensing, 
education, employment, ethics, legal and 
liability issues, and more. 

Members only e-newsletters, like NSPE Update, 
Daily Designs, and the U.S. Engineering Press 
Review offer the latest news on shifting trends 
and new technologies. 

Continuing Education 
Licensure programs offer members a range of 
tools to help achieve and maintain their 
professional licenses. 
  
Online courses provide a time-effective option 
for engineers who want to sharpen their 
knowledge and skills – from standards 
management to professional ethics. 
  
Members who wish to study with other 
professionals in their community can choose 
from a range of local programs and courses in 
their area. 

Advocacy & Outreach 

Through its government relations efforts, 
NSPE projects a powerful voice 
advocating the interests of the 
engineering profession. Stories From 2012 
That Show NSPE, State Societies, and Members 
Working for the Profession. 
 
Resources available in the Legislative Action 
Center allow NSPE members to contact 
legislators and track legislation of interest to 
them as engineers. 
  
Partnering organizations like Engineers Week, 
MATHCOUNTS, NICET, NABIE, and NAFE, along 
with public outreach activities, demonstrate 
the positive impact engineering has on 
everyday lives. 

Benefit Partners 
Your NSPE membership entitles you to deep 
discounts on a wide variety of publications, 
standard contract documents, and other 
services offered by NSPE's benefit partners. 

  
 
 

Chapter Board Meeting Locations and Dates – Come Join Us 
 
 
The Chapter would like to remind all members that one of the great ways to stay informed 
about our organization and to participate in the events that affect your engineering profession 
is to attend a Monthly Chapter Board Meeting.   
 
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month (September through May) at 7:30 
AM to discuss chapter business and help decide the direction that our Chapter will take. 
Meeting locations vary month to month, so consult the calendar in this newsletter, or 
www.captdistpe.org, for the monthly meeting location. No invitation needed!  New chapter 
members are welcome to attend and we always value your input.   
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Capital District Chapter 

Calendar 
 

 
 
April 2014   
9 Chapter Board Meeting  C.T. Male Office 
     Latham, NY 
  
May 2014   
2 Chapter Golf Tournament  Spring Golf Tournament, 
     Kingswood Golf Club, 
     Hudson Falls, NY 
 
14 Chapter Board Meeting  Atlantic Testing  
     Laboratories Office 
     Clifton Park, NY 
 
  
June 2014   
June 10 Chapter Event   Installation of Officers & 
     Chapter Recognition 
     Dinner, The Vista  
     Restaurant,  
     Van Patten Golf Club, 
     Clifton Park, NY 
  
5, 6 & 7 State Event   NYSSPE Annual  
     Conference,  
     Riverhead, NY 
 
 
For additional NSPE events occurring at the state level, follow this link: 
https://www.nysspe.org/upcoming-events 
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Thank you To Our 2014 Sponsors! 
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NOW ACCEPTING SPONSORS FOR 2014 

 
Only $125 for the calendar year in both our newsletter and the website! ($125 - business card size ad, half page ad - 

$450) 
 

Sponsor benefits include: Newsletter ads, website links, opportunities for posting job openings,  
and submitting articles for use within the Capital District Chapter of the NYSSPE newsletter and website.  

 
 

If you are interested in advertising to our nearly 300-strong membership, please contact 
 John Steele, P.E., at (518) 428-5509 or jsteele@Steele-Engineering.com 

 
All sponsor revenues are directed towards our scholarship funds for students entering the engineering profession.   

The inclusion of advertising, event listings, logos, Web site links, or other information in this  
newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by the Capital District Chapter of the  

New York State Society of Professional Engineers of the courses, products or services so advertised. 
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